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Disaster claims Australians

Canberrans among
airline dead, injured

By Karen Michelmore
in Yogyakarta

Five Australians were feared dead last
night after an Indonesian passenger
jet shot off an airport runway and
exploded in flames in the city of
Yogyakarta, killing at least 22 people.

But at least five more Australians
survived, some with serious injuries,
and Australia scrambled emergency
teams last night to evacuate victims.

One survivor, Fairfax journalist
Cynthia Banham, said she feared she
was going to die as she was trapped
in the burning aircraft.

The Garuda Boeing 737-400 over-
shot the runway at Yogyakarta air-
port and exploded in a fireball about
7am local time (1lam Canberra
time), burning some of the 133
passengers and seven crew alive in
their seats.

Garuda said last night that 22
people, including one crew member,
had died, while 118 other passengers
and crew escaped. The figures were
backed by Indonesia’s national
health crisis centre. A Government
official had earlier said 49 people
perished.

Passengers on flight GA 200
scrambled for exits as smoke and
flames poured through the passenger
jet, which officials said was going too
fast on landing.

“I'saw a foreigner. His clothes were
on fire and I jumped from the
emergency exit. Thank God I
survived,” crash survivor Islamic
leader Din Syamsuddin said.

Among those on the plane were up
to 10 Australians, the Government
said, including journalists,
diplomats, RAAF liaison officers and
federal police officers.

Up to five Australians remained
missing, feared dead last night,
including Australian diplomat Liz
O’Neil and Australian Financial
Review journalist Morgan Mellish.

Indonesian officials said an identi-
fication card belonging to Mellish
was found on one of the bodies.

Also confirmed missing last night
were Australian Federal Police
officers Brice Steele and Mark Scott,
both based in Jakarta.

The other missing Australian was
the head of AusAID Indonesia,
Allison Sudradjat.

Also among the Australian
survivors were two RAAF officers,
who were being treated at Yogyakar-
ta’s Bethesda Hospital. Michael Hat-
ton, 47, had suffered a broken
shoulder and Kyle Quinlan, 23, was
being treated as an outpatient for
minor injuries, a hospital
spokeswoman said.

Five survivors, including Banham
and Australian businessman Roger
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Tallboys, 63, were being treated for
burns and other injuries in Indonesia
as they awaited emergency evacu-
ation to Australia.

“We’re still sticking with the figure
of five [missing] and there are five
who are accounted for, four of whom
are in hospital in various degrees of
difficulty,” Australian Foreign Minis-
ter Alexander Downer told ABC tele-
vision. “And then there is one who
we understand, we haven’t caught up
with him yet, but we understand he
just walked away from the plane and
he’s in a hotel in Yogyakarta.”

Prime Minister John Howard
earlier told Australians, ‘“Given the
severity of the crash and the follow-
ing fire ... it’s a situation where we
should be prepared for bad news.”

Australian burns specialist Dr
Fiona Wood was due to fly to
Yogyakarta early this morning to help
treat the injured.

Meanwhile, six Australian Federal
Police experts have arrived at the
morgue at Sardjito hospital to help
identify the dead. Many bodies are
burned beyond recognition.

Sydney Morning Herald journalist
Banham was among a group of
Australians travelling to Yogyakarta
to accompany Mr Downer and
Attorney-General Philip Ruddock,
who were not on the doomed
airliner.

Banham'’s Fairfax colleague Mark
Forbes said she’d told him she was
trapped in the burning front of the
plane, where many of those killed
were sitting.

Continued Page 3

INFERNO: Rescue workers rush to douse the flaming wreckage of the Garuda Boeing 737-400 after the jet overshot the runway at the Indonesian city of Yogyakarta yesterday killing at least 22 people. Picture: AFP

Frantic search for an exit amid smoke and flames

By Karen Michelmore
in Yogyakarta

Panic swept through the passenger
cabin of the burning jet as it came to
a halt, wrecked, in an Indonesian rice
field.

For some, the first sign that
something was terribly wrong on
Garuda’s Jakarta-to-Yogyakarta
service was a heavy landing.

“...the plane slammed twice and
I heard people screaming,” one of
the passengers, Islamic leader Din
Syamsuddin, said.

Then came the flames and the
smoke, and the frantic search for an
exit from the Boeing 737-400 jet after
it overshot the runway.

Dozens of passengers leapt from

| MISSING §| MISSING | MISSING | MISSING J§ MISSING J| INJURED

Mark Scott Morgan Mellish Liz O'Neil Brice Steele Allison Sudradjat l Cynthia Banham

the plane’s emergency exists into the
rice fields to escape the inferno,
which reduced the plane to a
smouldering wreck of twisted metal.
“Some passengers wanted to get
their hand luggage. I cried to them,

’»»

‘Get out, get out’,
said.

“The plane was full of smoke. I just
jumped from 2m high and landed in
arice field.”

Another survivor, Ruth

Mr Syamsuddin

Bamggadan, described the scene
when the plane came to rest.

“When we hit the ground for the
last time things start to fall down
from the cabin and also the fire
outside and the smoke starts to get in

the plane. . . so people are really
panicking.

“Some people were helping the
older ladies but we were really close
to the door so we had to get out first.”
She was sitting near an emergency
exit. “People were panicking, it was
really chaotic.

“Alot of people were able to get
out of the plane, including me and
my three other colleagues.”

Ms Bamggadan said explosions
rocked the aircraft minutes after she
escaped.

“After I get out of the plane an
explosion started. I think it is from
the right side of the plane.”
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Breaking point

A tearful Chief Minister Jon Stanhope has
described how a "vicious and salacious”
rumour that he had spent the eve of
Canberra's 2003 firestorm with a mistress
had even reached his wife and children.

Mr Stanhope named Liberal leader Bill
Stefaniak and Brindabella MLA Brendan
Smyth as culprits yesterday for the "mongrel
act”, which had led to his furious outburst in
the Legislative Assembly this week.

The Chief Minister detailed for the first time
yesterday widely circulated “scuttlebutt” that
he had spent the night before the firestorm
with a “scarlet woman".

Full report - Page 5, Editorial - Page 14

Fire chief quits

One of Canberra’s top fire officials has
resigned in the wake of an ACT Emergency
Services Agency restructure which has
caused disquiet among firefighters.

ACT Fire Brigade chief officer David Prince
handed in his resignation on Wednesday,
after an official announcement of the
restructure which will see four chief officer
positions rural fire service, fire brigade,
ambulance and SES, replaced by two deputy
commissioners.

The fire brigade and rural fire service will
also have a centralised command despite
remaining separate.

Full report - Page 7

Raider off road

Canberra Raiders player Todd Carney will
appeal against a five-year driving ban
imposed by a Goulburn court yesterday,
where he was sentenced for his second drink-
driving offence in two years.

Carney was also fined $2000 and put on a
three-year good-behaviour bond over the
incident, in which he performed burnouts and
drove at speeds of more than 100km/h in a
50km/h zone, with almost three times the
legal amount of alcohol in his system.

Despite losing his licence twice in two years,

the Raiders have stood by the 20-year-old
five-eighth, clearing him to play in the side’s first
match against Manly Sea Eagles Saturday week.

Full report Page 9
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